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distant when, referring to Brissot, Robespierre would
say: "No one has ever accused me of having exercised
a dishonourable calling, or having sullied my name by
disgraceful associations or scandalous court procedure",
and when Brissot would write: "There are three
opinions current about Robespierre: one is that he is a
lunatic; another, that his conduct is inspired by injured
pride; still another, that he is in the pay of the court".
It was, in fact, becoming a common accusation against
him, in the Gironde press, that he was an agent of
Austria.
Robespierre was at a marked disadvantage during
the quarrel. He stood virtually alone; Brissot had many
able lieutenants. He could make himself heard only at
the Jacobin and Cordelier Clubs; Brissot could do the
same, but could likewise speak in the Assembly. The
publication and distribution of Robespierre's speeches
had to be paid for by private subscription; those of
Brissot and his lieutenants circulated at public expense,
since they were members of the Assembly. Robespierre
had only lately started publishing a small weekly
periodical; Brissot had a long-established newspaper of
wide circulation and the support of numerous other
organs of publicity. This last he largely obtained through
the use of public money, from a special fund at the
disposal of the Minister of the Interior—Roland—who
was his friend and owed his appointment to him.
Besides, Brissot made lavish use of patronage. Freron
has said that all that was needed to get a government
job was to make a good speech against Robespierre at
the Jacobin Club. Few, indeed, were the expedients to
which Brissot would not resort in order to gain his end.
Dumont tells us in his memoirs: "I even heard him
propose to dress up French soldiers as Austrian uhlans
and have them attack some French villages".
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